Buffy Sainte-Marie: A Multimedia Life 
Documentary World Premiere 

TORONTO, October 11 - For the very first time, a television documentary will chronicle the extraordinary life of world-renowned entertainer Buffy Sainte-Marie. A co-production between CineFocus Canada and Paquin Entertainment, Buffy Sainte-Marie: A Multimedia Life, uses current and archival footage, personal stories, marquee names and exotic locations to share with viewers the remarkable career of this Native American icon.
Buffy Sainte-Marie: A Multimedia Life, follows the ground breaking achievements of Sainte-Marie and her personal journey as singer, songwriter, artist, teacher, activist and digital pioneer. Featuring interviews with Joni Mitchell, Randy Bachman, Steppenwolf’s John Kay, Robbie Robertson, Bill Cosby and folk legend Eric Andersen; Buffy Sainte-Marie: A Multimedia Life ties in current and archival footage including interviews with Sainte-Marie, current and past concert performances, and visits to Buffy’s home in Hawaii and to the Piapot and Norway House reserves.

Sainte-Marie has graced the musical world with such masterpieces as the influential Universal Soldier and Academy award-winning Up Where We Belong. Her prowess in the musical domain has also earned her worldwide recognition for Until It’s Time for You to Go, recorded by pop icons Elvis Presley, Barbara Streisand and Cher. Other songs written by Sainte-Marie have been recorded by performers Chet Atkins, Janis Joplin, Joe Cocker and Neil Diamond. With 17 albums, three television specials and five years of regular appearances on Sesame Street, Sainte-Marie was inducted into the Juno Hall of Fame in 1995 to acknowledge her immense contributions to the Canadian music industry. In 2005, her song Universal Soldier, was inducted into the Canadian Songwriters Hall of Fame.

Yet, her talents are not limited to this form of expression; Buffy Sainte-Marie: A Multimedia Life follows the multifaceted artist’s life as she progresses from being a prominent figure in the 1960s folk music scene to taking on the role as an Aboriginal-rights activist and innovator in the use of computers to create and educate. The documentary also illustrates Sainte-Marie’s gifts to inspire and enlighten people, as well as to light up the screen and stage with her eternal youth and fascination with the world around her. 

Buffy Sainte-Marie: A Multimedia Life airs on CHUM Television on Tuesday, November 14, 2006, 8:00 p.m. E.T. on BRAVO! with future broadcasts on the Aboriginal Peoples Television Network, SCN and the Knowledge Network.

About Buffy

Encouraging people to think and stand up for their rights and cultures through creativity and mutual respect has always been a driving force behind Buffy Sainte-Marie’s actions in the public arena. Sainte-Marie has taken on this daunting task not only through her thought-provoking song lyrics, but also through digital art and her active involvement in community projects and Aboriginal issues. Sainte-Marie continues to lecture at colleges and civic venues. She is also the founder of the Nihewan Foundation for Native American Education, including the Cradleboard Teaching Project, which focuses on providing teachers and students with a curriculum designed to teach school subjects such as science and history “through Aboriginal eyes”. 

About the Filmmakers

Joan Prowse (Producer, Director, Editor) of CineFocus Canada, is a documentary filmmaker with over 15 years of experience as a writer, producer, director and editor. A co-founder of CineFocus Canada, Prowse is internationally known for her documentary hit Beauty and the Beach, an exploration about women and their century-old contentious relationship with their bathing suits. For two seasons Joan produced the biography series Lucky Breaks that aired on A&E’s Biography Channel and CHUM Television. She also produced and directed a series of profiles celebrating Canadian entertainers for Global Television, and co-wrote and directed an interactive documentary about 19th century artist Paul Kane, known for his paintings of First Nations People. 
John Bessai (Co-Producer) A co-founder of CineFocus, John has produced numerous educational videos and also recently directed the TV documentaries, Visions from the Wilderness: The Art of Paul Kane and C.W. Jefferys: Picturing Canada. John’s body of work has attracted public attention over the years, recognized through key television programming, news-magazine programs, festival screenings and forums across the country. His work has also been nominated twice for a Golden Sheaf award at Yorkton and he has won a pair of Gold Awards at Worldfest and a Bronze award at Columbus. Currently, John is putting together an interactive museum exhibit for the Royal Ontario Museum and preparing to shoot Museum Maestros his latest documentary about museum experts Gail and Barry Lord.

John Einarson (Writer) is a respected Canadian rock music historian and writer based in Winnipeg. His works have been published worldwide and include the best-selling biography Neil Young: Don’t be Denied, A Journey Through the Past, Magic Carpet Ride and American Woman. He’s also published over seventy articles in notable rock magazines such as Goldmine and Mojo. He has also contributed his expertise to several television specials on Canadian rock music history, including a CBC tribute to he Guess Who, a Burton Cummings special and a Randy Bachman biography. Currently John is writing two episodes of A&E’s Biography series on The Byrds and Buffalo Springfield.

Gilles Paquin (Executive Producer) is CEO and Founder of Paquin Entertainment Group Inc. Established in 1985, Paquin Entertainment is one of Canada’s premier entertainment agencies. Gilles Paquin is also the executive producer of Bachman-Cummings: First Time Around, which aired on CBC earlier on in the summer and is due for release this fall. Also currently in production are four feature films.
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